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noble family; the reddish light shines out
(from it) like a newly blossomed bandhuka1
Hail to Mukunda, the gracious dark-blue
Child, who plays with a number of tiny bells
upon His loins and plays with the tiger-claws
flashing on His throat! (5 : 1 : 89)

6. When the moon uplifts her golden light
beneath the tamula2 trees, with thoughtful
smiles He embraces with His own slender
fore-arm the lovely arms of the beloved ones;

. . . with playful violence fascinating the Gopi
maids and divine beauties,3, . . the smiling
Hari, clad in yellow and variously adorned,, . .
for a long time plays lovingly with the one
embraced. (5:1: 23, 29, 23)

Among all the forms assumed by Divinity to delight
His worshippers perhaps that of the Holy Child most
easily arouses loving thoughts and surrender in the heart.
What St. Francis of Assist felt for the Child of
Bethlehem, LilSsuka and countless other Hindu saints
have felt for the Child of Brindavan, pouring out at His

1 Pentapetes phoenicecc, a lovely dark red flower, opening at
noon.

'2 Xanth^chymus pictorius, the yellow mangosteen, a fruit-tree
with dark bark, shady foliage, white flowers bunched together at
the ends of branchlets.

3 The Gopis were themselves deities who took birth to share in
the joy of the Lord's Incarnation ; sometimes also said to be the
Vedas, because of their exalted love for God in that lovely form.
Krsnopanisad^ 27. says : * * Incarnate on earth is the whole Vai-

3mntha of Heaven's dwellers."